JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org. Los disturbios llamados "Zoot-Suit" que ocurrieron en Los Angeles enJunio 1943 hizo saber a los latino americanos que las actitudes de los norteamericanos hacia los mexicanos no eran muy positivas. A traves de la publicidad durante los disturbios, aprendieron por la primera vez de la existencia de un gran grupo etnico de origen mexicano en los Estados Unidos. Desgraciadamente esta informacion vino con otro mensaje que la cultura de los mexicoamericanos no era digna de honor por la supuesta gente decente. Marching through the streets of downtown Los Angeles, a mob of several thousand soldiers, sailors, and civilians, proceeded to beat up every zoot suiter they could find. Pushing its way into the important motion picture theaters, the mob ordered the management to turn on the house lights and then ran up and down the aisles dragging Mexicans out of their seats. Streetcars were halted while Mexicans, and some Filipinos and Negroes, were jerked out of their seats, pushed into the streets and beaten with a sadistic frenzy.4
ment for both the Mexican and U.S. governments. Because of their wartime alliance against theAxis powers, the Mexican government could not adopt a strong position protesting the disturbances. Moreover the Mexican government had a long policy of advocating nonintervention in the affairs of other countries and did not wish to depart from this policy over an event of questionable importance to the Mexican nation.Thus the Mexican government's initial statements of concern were not followed by formal proceedings that produced either a diplomatic protest, a public apology from U.S. officials, or payment for damages.The riots sparked an intense effort on the part of the U.S. government to find foreign agents who might be responsible for provoking the riot, as well as denial of the possible role that race may have played.The disturbances created diverse reactions in Mexico and LatinAmerica ranging from antigovernment protests to anti-Pachuco diatribes. Many LatinAmerican students seemingly identified with the Mexican youths who were the victims of the riots. Despite the best efforts of both the Mexican and U.S. governments, the Zoot Suit disturbances were often presented in the Latin American press as proof of the racial prejudice of Americans toward Indian stock mestizos. LatinAmerican journalistic statements about these Mexican Americans sometimes revealed a class prejudice of the upper, educated elite for whom the so-called Pachucos were an embarrassment.The riots were the first time that the general public in Mexico and Latin America was introduced to the ethnic problems of Mexican Americans.The "Pachuco Riots," as they were termed in the Latin American press, initiated the first international recognition of the social and political realities that Chicanos faced within the United States.
During the late 1930s and war years, young Mexican Americans in California were usually called by the media either"Mexicans" or "Pachucos," depending on the circumstances.The term Chicano was almost exclusively used by barrio residents to refer to recently arrived Mexican immigrants.The Pachucos had created a distinctive youth subculture among younger MexicanAmericans who were in the process of rebelling against their parent's conventional values. They adopted their own music, language, and dress. For the men, the style was to wear a zoot suit-a flamboyant long coat,with baggy pegged pants, a pork pie hat, a long key chain, and shoes with thick soles. In the early 1940s, especially in Southern California, hysteria had been mounting over Pachuco gangs, including periodic mass arrests accompanied by sensationalist stories in the LosAngeles Times. In the summer of 1942, the Sleepy Lagoon case made national news, when nine Lic. Ezequiel Padilla Pefialosa, received copies of a coded telegram sent by the Mexican consul in Los Angeles. In the cable, the consul,Alfredo Elias Calles, reported that in the previous week riots against Mexicans had taken place in the City of the Angels. Specifically, he told of how U.S. soldiers and sailors were attacking Mexican nationals within the "barriadas Mexicanas" or the Mexican section of the city. Calles stated that, thus far, the police had not been able to control the violence and that it had spread from attacks against supposed delinquents to Mexicans in general, including women and children.The consul related that he had protested energetically to the mayor, sheriff, chief of police, and naval authorities, all of whom had promised to quell the disturbances but, as of the date of the telegram, nothing had been done.The consul took note of how the American press was sensationalizing the riots instead of crit- justice of the U.S. government. Castillo Najera was to ask Hull to make a public statement condemning the riots. Finally the Mexican ambassador was to warn Hull that the news of the riots would spread throughout Latin America making it possible for Axis agents to score a propaganda victory.12 Even before these instructions had been sent to Castillo Najera, the Secretaria de Relaciones had established a clipping file in which it began to collect stories on the riots that were appearing in various Latin American newspapers.
Prior to his meeting with Castillo Najera, Hull had been receiving re- downtown towards the Z6calo. According to one observer,"the students marched through the downtown area booing, jeering, and hissing every store that displayedAmerican signs. Sanborns, anAmerican-owned restaurant, was the target of a particularly violent demonstration as some of the students entered and attacked anAmerican who was having lunch."37 The students ended the demonstration by establishing a Committee for the Defense of Mexicans Abroad (Comite de Defensa de los Mexicanos de Afuera), whose goal was to protest the mistreatment of Pachucos as well as the race riot against African Americans in Detroit, Michigan and to protest the actions of the Mexican government that exhibited "a lack of patriotism."38
Despite street demonstrations and editorial goading, the Mexican foreign ministry did not pursue a more active policy regarding the riots. In fact the next day, the official party, the Partido Nacional Revolucionario (PNR), issued a communique denouncing the demonstrators, claiming that they were irresponsible agitators who "do not represent true students, and even less the Mexican people."They further labeled the demonstration "an act of treason to the country" and said that they were only trying to disrupt Mexico's relations with an ally during a war time.39 Later, the CTM (Confederaci6n de Trabajadores Mexicanos), the government supported labor union, condemned, Brito Foucher for fostering "an atmosphere that favors tumults and criticism leveled at the NorthAmerica."40 In LosAngeles a government representative met with the consul general to try to convince him to issue a press statement about the cooperation of the local authorities in the handling of the Zoot Suit Riots.The United States representative (not named in the FBI documents) was to arrange a press conference in which "The Mexican official will be called upon for a statement, and they hoped to get a very favorable one at that time."41 Some conciliatory articles began to appear in the 
